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Eli Garcia-Padilla is a Mexican independent scientist and photographer. To date
he has authored more than 70 scientific papers and notes, dealing mostly with
the distribution, natural history, and conservation of the Mexican herpetofauna.
His photographs, some of which have received awards, have appeared in various
magazines, journals, and books on photography. Our cover image depicts a young
Caiman crocodilus in its mangrove habitat at Isla La Concepcion, Acapetahua,
Chiapas, Mexico. Eli is indebted to Haydée Morales-Flores for companionship in the
field, and Humberto Yee and his family for logistical support, but more importantly
for their efforts in preserving this beautiful piece of paradise. A molecular study has
shown that the population of C. crocodilus in Chiapas, described as the subspecies
chiapasius, constitutes a distinct evolutionary lineage.
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